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...w h at w e  alw ays  m e ant by socialism  
w asn't som e th ing you force d on 
pe ople , it w as  pe ople  organizing 
th e m s e lve s  as  th e y ple as e d into co-
ops , colle ctive s , com m une s , unions .... 
And if socialism  re ally is  be tte r, m ore  
e fficie nt th an capitalism , th e n it can 
bloody w e ll com pete w ith  capitalism . 
So w e  de cide d, forge t all th e  statist 
s h it and th e  viole nce : th e  be st place  
for socialism  is  th e  clos e st to a fre e  
m ark e t you can ge t!



Alliance  of th e  
Libe rtarian Le ft



De fe nse  Se rvice s on th e  
Fre e  Mark e t

prote ction, ge ne ral e ducation, re cre ation, th e  arm y, navy, police  
de partm e nts , sch ools and park s  m igh t be  provide d th rough  individual 
initiative , as  w e ll as  food, cloth ing and autom obile s .

A is  to com pe l B to co-ope rate  w ith  h im , or B to com pe l A; but in any 
cas e  co-ope ration cannot be  s e cure d, as  w e  are  told, unle s s , th rough  all 
tim e , one  s e ction is  com pe lling anoth e r s e ction to form  a State . Ve ry 
good; but th e n w h at h as  be com e  of our s yste m  of Individualism ? A h as  
got h old of B, or B of A, and h as  force d h im  into a s yste m  of w h ich  h e  
disapprove s , e xtracts  s e rvice  and paym e nt from  h im  w h ich  h e  doe s  not 
w is h  to re nde r, h as  virtually be com e  h is  m aste r--w h at is  all th is  but 
Socialism  on a re duce d scale ? . . . Be lie ving, th e n, th at th e  judgm e nt of 
e ve ry individual w h o h as  not aggre s s e d against h is  ne igh bour is  
s upre m e  as  re gards  h is  actions , and th at th is  is  th e  rock  on w h ich  
Individualism  re sts ,- -I de ny th at A and B can go to C and force  h im  to 
form  a State  and e xtract from  h im  ce rtain paym e nts  and s e rvice s  in th e  
nam e  of such  State ; and I go on to m aintain th at if you act in th is  
m anne r, you at once  justify State -Socialism .



voluntarily 

    If, th e n, individuals w e re  w illing to pay sufficie ntly h igh  price , 

A s upply of de fe ns e  
s e rvice s  on th e  fre e  
m ark e t w ould m e an 
m aintaining th e  axiom  
of th e  fre e  s ocie ty, 
nam e ly, th at th e re  be  
no us e  of ph ys ical 
force  e xce pt in 
de fe ns e  agains t th os e  
us ing force  to invade  
pe rs on or prope rty.



In th e  pure ly fre e -m ark e t 
s ocie ty, a w ould-be  crim inal 
police  or judiciary w ould find 
it ve ry difficult to tak e  pow e r, 
s ince  th e re  w ould be  no 
organiz e d State  apparatus  to 
s e iz e  and us e  as  th e  
ins trum e ntality of com m and.



Th e  fairs  of Ch am pagne  
and th e  gre at m arts  of 
inte rnational trade  in th e  
Middle  Age s  e njoye d fre e ly 
com pe titive  courts , and 
pe ople  could patroniz e  
th os e  th at th e y de e m e d 
m os t accurate  and e fficie nt.




